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PROCEEDINGS OP STOCIHOIDERS. 



The Annual General Meeting of the Alexandria, Loa- 
donn k Hampshire Rail Road Oompaiiy, was held at the 
Company's Office, in the City of Alexandria, on Tuesday, 
the 2lBt of October, 1856. 

TURHBR W. AsHBY was Called to the Chair, and 

Reuben Johnston, the Clerk of the Company, acted as 
Secretary. 

Robert Jamieson, James Roach, and Thomas M. Mon- 
roe, were appointed a Committee to examine and report 
upon proxies; who reported a number of proxies as being 
in due form; which report was adopted. 

The annual report of the Board of Directors was read 
and approved, together with the report of the Chief 
Engineer, 

The report of the Examining Committee was received, 
read, and approved- 

Ordered, That l,OdO copies of the Said reports be 
printed for the use of the Stockholders and the Board. 

On motion of T. M. Monroe, 

The first By-Law was amended to read as follows: 

" The annual meeting of the stockholders shall be held 
on the first Tuesday of September in each year; but the 
Board of Directors may change the day of meeting to 
any other day in the month of September, by giving 
notice according to law." 

On motion of T. M. Monroe, 

Retoluedj That the 13th By-Law be _ amended by 
striking out *'30th September," and inserting in lieu 
thereof, "First Monday of September;" and that the 
15th By-Lav be bo amended as to require the Eiamining 



BEPORT OF THE PRESIDENT AND DffiECTOES. 



The Bo&rd of Directors of the Alexandria, Londonn and 
Hampshire Bailroad Company submit thia their 
Fourth Annual Report. 

In the last report, it waa stated to be the intention of the 
Board to confine their operationi to tho grading, masonry, and 
bridging of the first 40 sections, namely, from the northern 
limit of the town of Alexandria to Clark'a Gap, four miles 
beyond Leesburg. This policy has been pursued, and the re- 
port of tho late Cbief Engineer, 0. P. Manning, es(j., will show 
the progress which has been made in the work, which is now in 
anch a state of forwardness that sections 1 to 20 inclusive will 
be ready for the superstructure early in next Spring, and the 
residue of the 40 miles may be opened by the first of January, 
1858, provided, the Company can arrange for the iron and 
cross-ties, and a moderate equipment of running stock. 

A subscription of $75,000 or $100,000, by the county of 
Loudoun would secure the completion of the road to the Shenan- 
doah River, and indeed to Winchester, at an early day; and in 
the absence of such a contribution to its means, the Company 
will be much embarrassed for the requisite funds to prosecute 
the work between Clark'a Gap and the Shenandoah. The 
subscription of 1100,000, recently made to our stock by the 
County of Clarke, is restricted in its expenditure to the limits 
of that County — a restriction which, under eiisting cirenm- 
atances, cannot be objeoted to; and a subscription upon similar 
terms by Loudoun County will be gladly received, and faithfully 
applied accordingly. The aubseription of ?30,000 by the town 
of Winchester, lately anthorized by the voters, will be coupled 
with a like condition, as also th&t-of $100,000 on the part of 
Hampshire County. I 

A special meeting of the Stockholders of the Company waa 
held on the 20th of May last, having been called to consider 



Of this araoUDt the State contribntes three- 
fifths of $1,200,000, or 8720,000, of which 
$600,000 must be expended east of the She- 
nandoah, and $120,000 west of it, say 

Subscriptions by indiTiduala, includiog 
contractors ...--. 

Clarke County subscription, ... 

Winchester do. . . . . 
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450,000 
100,000 
80,000 
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$1,800,000 
The State will doubtless add to ber subscription 

three-fifths of this additional 5300,000, or - 180,000 



Making $1,480,000 

As the amount of means, secured and espected, of the Com- 
pany, to complete the road-bed to Winchester; in addition tlO 
which there will have to be provided the amount required for 
the Huperatructure and equipment, besides the cost of engineer- 
ing, right of way, di^pot grounds, salaries, and contingencies, 
which is estimated at $200,000.* The Board confidently expect 
that the City of Alexandria will aid us to the extent of $200,000 
or 250,000, in procuring the means to put the road in working 
order. The best infercs^tfl of the City will prompt her to do so, 
as the advantages held out to her by our road are certainly 
equal, at least, to those of any similar work in which she is now 
interested. With the exception of the subscriptions of a few of 
her citizcus, we have thus far received no support from Alex- 
andria; but having shown, beyond a doubt, that this very 
desirable and important portion of our great work is placed 
within the reach of a very moderate degree of exertion, we 
trust that a spirit of liberality and just appreciation will soon 
be displayed towards it. The trade of Fairfax, Loudoun, Clarke, 
e, part of Jefferson, Frederick, and the important town of Win- 
«hester, will alone justify the subscription of tba City, to say 
nothing of our ultimate object, the trade of the great Hamp- 
shire Coal and Iron beds, which, when Winchester shall be 
reached, will be of comparatively easy attainment. It may be 
here mentioned that our work has laid open in Loudonn County, 
at Goose Creek, extensive quarries of the finest granite for 
building purposes which has yet been discovered in the United 
States ; and that in the vicinity of the coal fields there are in- 
exhaustible quantities of the finest material for the manafitotare 
of glass. 



fully enlarged upon in our former reports, that it ia believed . 
nothiug more Deed here be aaid in relation to it. 

Those reports have been widely disseminated among the par- 
ties interested, and it is believed their attention ia fully 
aroused to the subject. It is the opinion of the Board that no- 
thing is needed but the completion of our road to Winchester, 
to insure their itctive and oqUfect co-operation in raising the 
means requisite to its prosecution to Piedmont, with all prac- 
ticable despatch. 

Great as is the magnitude of the coal interest and traffic, as 
elements of enceess and profit to our enterprise, there are other 
considerations which must not be disregarded. 

It was stated by the Chief Engineer in his report of 10th of 
March, 1B54, that this road will place Alexandria and the seat 
of the general government fifty miles nearer to Parkeraburg and 
Wheeling than by any esiiting railway route ; and that the 
traveller from the west through cither of those points would be 
able to go by the way of Washington City, to any point east of 
her, with but a trifling enlongation of his journey, and with a 
deeided saving of time and money, if a visit to the seat of 
government should be desired. He also showed by a tahla 
of distances, which is hereunto annexed, that this road will 
connect Washington more directly with the northwestern states 
than any existing line, a fact which must have a controlling 
influence upon the coarse of the through travel and the trans- 
portation of the maUs. As the power of Congrebs upon the 
subject of post-offices and post-roads is quite a* unlimited as 
upon the subject of public lands, it is not seen why it is not 
as competent, just and proper, that the same mode and 
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measure of relief whioli has been given to western ndlwAja 
should le estended to those in the eut, when it can he shown 
that the public interest, as connected with the oarriftge 
muls, will be as clearly subserved in the one case, as tl 
of public lands are promoted and their value enhanced in the 
other. If it be true, which we do not doubt, that this Company 
could offer to the United States compensation for a grant of 
public lands in the shape of inoreased speed and economy in the 
transportation of the mails, it would be difficult to show why it 
would not bo just as constitutional, therefore, to make grant* 
to us, as to any railway through the public lands iu Illinois or 
Alabama, upon the ground that the consequence would be the 
increase of the value of the residue. The reason would seem 
to be the stronger, inasmuch as the cousidcration would move 
more directly from us, and without any considerable return be- 
yond the grant ; whereas, iu the case of the Illinois or Alabama 
road, besides the value of the land granted, the increase of 
population and trade would of themselves furnish sufficient 
inducement and reward for their expenditure in building their 
road. With these views, one would hope that the representa- 
tives from Virginia, and particularly those of the districts 
through which our road will pass, will not object to urge our 
claim upon Congress for such a grant of public lands to this 
company, in consideration of an agreement to carry the mail 
free, or at a moderate fixed rate of charge, according to the 
extent of the grant. 

Congress, at their last annual session, authorized an examina- 
tion to be made, for the purpose of ascertaining the best Mte for 
a permanent bridge over the Potomac river, either at the present 
long bridge, at the Sisters, or at some intermediate point. A 
report will doubtless be made on the subject early in the next 
session. When this question shall be settled, efforts will be 
made to secure a conuexioo of our road with the seat of Gdt- 
emmoQt by a branch. This object ia steadily kept in view, 
being regarded as of great importance to our highway to the 
west, as well as to other roads terminating at Alexandria. 

The Board have secured well situBl«d depot grounds at Alex- 
andria and Jjeesburg. Contracts for cross-ties for 13 miles of 
road, in Alexaudria and Fair&x counties, have been made upon 
advantageous terms. 

Our Chief Engineer, Charles P. Manning, Esq., reugned 
his position on the first of August lE^t, much to the regret of 
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T&kingftll the seotionB u one piece ofwork, the result is, that 
nearly one half of the. gradnatioD and masonry is already ex- 
ecuted. It should be borne in mind that the thirtj-sizth sec- 
tion tenuinates at the tonn of Leesburg, and hence the divieion 
which has been made in the nine eections last named. To 
complete the gradoation, ma^onrj and bridging of these forty 
sections, it is estimated that the expenditure of at least S3 05, 000 
will be necessary. It is true that the road could be sufficiently 
prepared for the reception of a track, and for temporary use, 
by the expenditure of, perhaps, only $250,000; but this plan of 
opening a rail-road for public use is not deemed advisable, 
although frequently resorted to under the influence of public 
opinion or necessity. 

Thus far the finished portions of the road-way have been 
provided with permanent masonry at all the water oourses 
which cross its path, and many of the largest of the structures 
upon the unfinished portions are now done, and many more of 
them in various stages of progress. The masonry on Goose 
Creek Bridge, (the largest structure of the kind ea^t of the 
Shenandoah River,) is nearly done, and the aroh bridge which 
spans Sugarland Run is in a like state of forwardness. The 
masonry of Broad Run, Bif&colt Creek, and a few smaller 
bridges, has not been commoQced, for fear of exceeding the 
amount of monthly expenditure to which it has been deemed 
necessary to limit the operations of construction upon the 
whole line. It is now confidently expected and hoped that the 
recent additions to your list of private subscriptions, together 
with the improved condition of money afiairs throughout the 
oonntry, may enable the company to extend the operations 
upon oonstrnction, and permit the expenditure of, at least, 
925,000 per moutli for the coming year, and thus insure the 
completion of the road as far as Clark's Gap in one year from 
the present date. If the means can be obtained, the work can 
be easily done in that time, and with this view the present 
forces upon the line should be at once eonoentrated upoa 
Sections No. 17, 21, 27 and 32. It is also desirable that the 
eaateru terminal section (^called "A") be commenced forthwith, 
in order that the foondations of the bridge which is to span the 
Alexandria Canal may be I&id during the coming winter 
months, when the navigation of that impiovament will bt 
neoessarily suspended. 
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WMl of that Btreftin, through t, depreaaioD in the hills formed 
by Cold Spring drain. Within a distance of leee than three 
fourths of a mile from the river (near the end of eeotion 

No. 64, aa designated upon the map and profile which ac- 
corapauy this report) the line of location erosses the houadary 
line between Jefferson and Clarke counties, upon the farm of 
Cyroa McConuick, and in leas than a half mile more reaches 
the point whence two distinct lines (before alluded to) have 
been located to a reunion immediately west of BerryTille. 

The more aouthern of these (or "A" line) passes from the 
head of Cold Spring drain, aoroas McCormJck'B ridge, into the 
valley of Morgan Spring run, intersecting the farms of Larue 
and Shepherd, and passing through F. McCormick'e farm npon 
the slopes north of his dwelling; thence across Col. Ware's 
estate, about three hundred feet to the north west of hia dwel- 
ling, and between it and the residence of Kimball, from which 
point it passes through a comer of the latter's property and a 
portion of Dr. Neil's farm, and atretching through the Audley 
estate near to and parallel with the Berryville and Snickcrs- 
Tille Turnpike, crosses the valley of Buck Marsh run and the 
farm of T. Smith, to the eastern limits of Bcrryville, where it 
crosses from the north to the south side of the B. & S. Turn* 
pike, and paaung through the middle of the town reaches the 
point of the reunion with the northern line at the summit of 
Grindstone ridge. 

The Northern (or "B" line) after leaving the valley of Cold 
Spring drain, passes through the lands of Kneller, C. J. Smith, 
Ware and KimbfJl, and reaches the Audley estate, through 
which it passes a short distance to the north of Mrs Lewis's 
dwelling, and crossing Buck Marsh run, it pasaes throngh "Sol- 
dier's Rest" (near Morgan's spring) to the northern limits of 
Benyville, and crossing from the north to the south side of 
the Berryville and Winchester Tnmpike, near the wcatem 
limits of the town, it aacenda Qrindatone ridge to a junction 
with the "A" line on Thomton'a land. 

From the summit of Grindstone Ridge the located line pur- 
sues a very direct course westward, toward Winchester, pass- 
ing through the lands of Grant, Russell, Pierce, Joseph Ncill, 
and other property holders, to the west hank of the Opequon 
Creek, about a half mile below Wood's Mill, where the location 
stops, and an experimental lino is thence extended up the valley 
of Eddy's Bun for some distance, and crossing from that 
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is too Bmall to admit of anj oompiriaon of the reapootivs 
merits of tliese routea in this particular feature; aod aa the 
samo limits of grade have been freely aod pretty equally ap- 
plied in reducing the work apoQ each to a minimnm coat, and 
the difference in ourvatare being but alight, though eomewhat 
in favor of the "B" line, it is presumed that the choice of 
route will bang almost exclusively upon the question of land 
damages or right of way. As a professional question, all other 
items of comparison being equal, I should prefer the "B" or 
northern route, chiefly on account of its better alignment, and 
of its preferable position at the town of Berryville. 

It will be at once noticed, from an examination of the aboTe 
estimates of cost, that the work in Clarke county is of light 
character, averaging only some $12,000 per mile for tho graduv 
tioD, masonry and bridging, to which add $9,800 for track and 
contingencies, and the result will be an average per mile of 
$22,000, making the total estimated cost of the twelve miles 
(including an expensive bridge across the Opeqnon, not all of 
which is strictly within the county limits) 1264,000. The 
recent subscription to the capital stock of your company hy 
the connty of Clarke, added to the amonnt of the State's pro- 
portional subscription, will make the aum of $250,000, which 
is but S14,000 short of the estimated oost above named. 

For further details respecting these estimates you are refer- 
red to tho accompanying tabular statement, which shows the 
estimated quantities of all kinds of material, of graduation, 
masonry and bridging, with the prices affixed to each. 

The four and a half miles of experimental line lying hetweoi 
the Opequon Greek and Wincheater, are estimated to coat 
910,000 per mile, or 145,000 altogether, to which add 15,000 
for contingencies, and the round sum of cost will be $50,000. 

By adding the laat named sum to the total estimated coat of 
the entire line from the east bank of the Shenandoah to the 
west bank of the Opequon, the result will he {325,880 as the 
estimuied cost of construction of road bed from the end of th« 
63d section t" Winchester. 

Whenever your company ahall determine to prosecute and 
complete the location of the road as far as the town of Winches- 
ter, I would advise the making of a trial location by way of 
Knight's Hollow, crossing the Opequon at Wood's mill, and 
thence running through the farm of the late John Brnee, in a 
direct line to Wincheater, 




REPORT OF THE EXAMINING COMMITTEE. 



OrriCB or trb Alixaudtua, LouDomi ) 
imi HiuFiHiKi Bail Road CoHPiHT. \ 

October n, imQ. 

The undersigned committee, having examined the itcoonato 
and books of the Company, report that satisfaotory Tonobera 
were produced for all the expenditures, the books were earefblly 
and closely examined, the balances adjusted and proved, and 
the whole found to be correct. Beferenoe is made to the general 
statement herewith furnished by the Treasurer. 

It has been intimated that the duties of this committ«e require 
them to pass over the line of the road and report its oonditiou 
and state of forwardness. This duty it was impossible for one 
if not both members residing in Alexandria to perform at this 
time, and they bad hoped their colleague residing in Loudoun 
would be able to do uiis on bis way to attend the general 
meeting, and one of the committee communicated to bim their 
wishes in this respect. The committee regret that, in reply to 
thii invitation, he advises them by letter "that business engage- 
ments which cannot be postponed or neglected without mooh 
inoonvenience and probable Iobb will prevent his doing so." 

At present the committee can only express their regret that 
this service has not been performed, with the hope that before 
the next annual meeting circumstances more propitious wiU 
admit of itj being attended to, as it undoubtedly should be. 

The acconnt herewith submitted by the treasurer will show the 
whola reeeipte and expenditures, up to and including the first of 
the present month, amounting to $526,974,69, including th« 
sums due to R. Randolph, Division En^neer, and the Bank of 
the Old Dominion. 

All of which ii respectfully submitted, 

R. H. MILLER, - 
JAME3 P. SMITH, 
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